
Curriculum Design: Art

Overarching Concepts

Knowledge is carefully sequenced to reveal the interplay between substantive and disciplinary knowledge.

Because knowledge and skills are well structured and sequenced, they become more meaningful, flexible 
and easier to access.

This growing knowledge and expertise is then used to think critically, to make connections
and to analyse and solve complex, and interesting enquiries.

This is why we have created our ‘subject formula’ approach to curriculum organisation and delivery
so that both substantive and disciplinary knowledge can be clearly seen in the teaching sequence.

Overarching Concepts

Design Principles

Artists 

.

Expression and originality are at the

centre of the Art curriculum at Heyes

Lane. Outcomes across all Units are

designed to enable pupils to apply

both their practical and theoretical

knowledge to their final pieces-

weaving their understanding of

colour, tone, pattern, texture, line and

shape through all the strands and

mediums covered. Expressive

outcomes are linked to all areas of the

curriculum. 

Creativity and Expression 

In Art, substantive concepts help to group practical and theoretical knowledge. They play an

important role in developing art-specific skills and the understanding of the overarching

concepts. Pupils revisit each concept across every year group which develops their understanding

through planned, repeated encounters in a range of contexts. Revisiting allows for progression as

the children gain knowledge as they move through the school. Through these repeated revisits,

learning becomes well-embedded and fluent. The substantive concepts in Art are:

Colour and Tone           Pattern              Texture           Line and shape

Substantive  Concepts

Explore

Children explore the

works of various global

artists within the 6

strands, looking at how 

they have used, colour,

tone, pattern, line,

shape and texture  to

express and

communicate ideas of

cultures, identity and

emotions.

Express

Children create

original and

expressive art -

  using the ideas,

knowledge and

skills gained

through the

exploration

and  expertise

stages.

Expertise

Children

experiment using

line, shape, texture,

pattern, colour and

tone to build a

bank of skills to be

used in their

expressive and

creative outcomes.

Evaluate

Children use the

vocabulary,

knowledge and skills

learnt through the

process to evaluate

both their own

creative outcomes as

well as the outcomes

of their peers.

Overarching concepts shape the enquiry questions asked in Art and inform the organisation of

the substantive knowledge. The Art curriculum has two overarching concepts. These ensure that

artistic learning at Heyes Lane is always taken to a deeper context beyond the acquisition of only

knowledge and expertise. All outcomes for Art are underpinned by the overarching concepts

reflecting the increased breadth, depth, expertise and deeper conceptual thinking throughout

the school. In Art, the overarching concepts are:

                         Meaning and interpretations                               Expression and

communication                                                                                                         (of other

artists)                                                                       (as an artist)

Through exposure to a range of high

quality and diverse artists from across

the globe, pupils have many

opportunities to explore and appreciate

artwork. Importantly, they are

encouraged to make connections and

interpretations about materials,

processes and art traditions. As they

build their own theoretical and practical

knowledge, they learn to think more

deeply about their own artwork and are

able to talk about how and why they

have used their chosen techniques.


