Curriculum Design: Geography

Design Principles

Knowledge is carefully sequenced to reveal the interplay between substantive and disciplinary knowledge.

Because the knowledge and skills are well structured an*sequenced, they become meaningful, flexible and easier
to access.

This growing knowledge is then used to think critically, to make connections
and to analyse and solve complex, aniinteresting problems and enquiries.

This is why we have created our ‘subject sequence” approach to curriculum organisation and delivery
so that both substantive and disciplinary knowledge can be clearly seen in the teaching sequence.
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Overarching Concepts

Overarching concepts shape the enquiry questions asked in foundation subjects and organise the substantive
knowledge. Like substantive concepts, each year group has a series of overarching concepts which are different
for each foundation subject. They examine each subject in a deeper context rather than focussing on the pursuit
of knowledge. Outcomes for the foundation subjects are underpinned by the overarching concepts which show

progression through the years. In Geography, the overarching concepts are:

Substantive Concepts

In geography, substantive concepts help to group geographical knowledge and play an important role in developing
geography specific skills and the understanding of the overarching concepts. Pupils revisit each concept across every
year group which develops their understanding through planned, repeated encounters through a range of contexts.
This revisiting allows for progression as the children gain conceptual knowledge as they move through the school.
The substantive concepts in geography are:

Climate Settlements Processes Patterns and

'The ability to describe the where’

To allow pupils to develop a sense of belonging and

self identity alongside an appreciation of culture and

diversity, place units will:

* cover the criteria of location

* understand the physical and human characteristics
of aplace

* what makes it unique including landscape,
population, community and all aspects of beliefs.

'‘Knowing where’s where’
This develops spatial thinking. ALL geography
units should contain the following teaching
points:
* an locate on a map or a globe
+ an understanding of distance and scale
* learn about the orientation of the world,
including the proximity of continents and

oceans that they can navigate from
y g what is different or similar between places

"To read maps and ascertain information'

This means:

« constructing and interpreting hard-copy/digital maps and plans

« developing pupils’ abilities to use atlases and globes

« they have knowledge of direction and scale, to draw and analyse maps
- first-hand experience of observing, collecting data for themselves, analysing it and describing their findings



