
Curriculum Design: Music

Overarching Concepts

The Charanga music curriculum provides a comprehensive and dynamic approach to music 
education, offering a rich variety of resources and activities designed to inspire and engage 

all pupils.

Because the knowledge and skills are well structured, students can build a strong foundation 
and advance their musical understanding step by step.

This structured approach not only enhances their ability to think critically about music but 
also improves their performance skills, fostering a deeper appreciation and competence in 

musical expression.

 A Charanga Overview 

Design Principles

Additional Provision
At our school, we provide our children with extra 
instrumental learning opportunities through Trafford 
Music Service. Starting in Key Stage 1, children can take 
violin and cello lessons, with double bass introduced in 
Key Stage 2. As part of their music education, pupils learn 
to play various instruments as part of their Music learning 
in the classroom. These include: ocarinas in Year 1, 
glockenspiels in Years 2 and 4, recorders in Year 3, and 
ukuleles in Years 5 and 6. Children have the opportunity 
to build on skills from previous years. Additionally, 
students have the chance to improvise with percussion 
instruments, fostering creativity and enhancing their 
rhythmic skills.

I

Heyes Lane Primary School embraces Charanga's philosophy of music education, which is 
based on the principle that it should be fun and engaging for all concerned, and that every 
child is born a musician. Charanga's English Model Music Curriculum is aligned with the 
National Curriculum for Music and the non-statutory Model Music Curriculum Guidance, 
published by the DfE in 2021.
The scheme provides clearly-sequenced units and lessons with week-by-week support for each 
year group. There are lesson plans, assessment documents with 'I can' statements, a clear 
learning progression, and engaging songs and resources to support every lesson. Our scheme 
follows a spiral approach to music learning, with children revisiting, building and extending 
their knowledge and skills incrementally. In this manner, the children have the opportunity to 
consolidate their learning.

Charanga's 6 Curriculum Strands
To fully reflect the National Curriculum and Model Music Curriculum's programme of study, Charanga's scheme of work is 
designed with six overarching strands which run throughout.
Listening: Charanga's curriculum enhances students' ability to appreciate and critically evaluate a wide range of musical genres and styles.
Singing: The program fosters vocal development and expression, encouraging students to explore their voices through diverse singing 
activities.
Playing Instruments: It provides hands-on opportunities for students to learn and practice various instruments, building their technical 
proficiency and musicality.
Creating through Improvisation: Charanga emphasises creativity by encouraging students to experiment and improvise, developing their 
ability to generate original musical ideas.
Creating through Notation: The curriculum supports students in understanding and using musical notation, enabling them to compose 
and share their musical thoughts effectively.
Performance: It culminates in performance opportunities, allowing students to showcase their skills and gain confidence in presenting 
their music to an audience.

Wider Performance 
Opportunities 

* Heyes Lane's Key Stage 2 Choir
* Young Voices for Years 3-6 
* Links with Wyncourt Care Home
* Trafford Music Service Singing Festival 
* Summer Supper and Christmas Fair 
performances for EYFS, Key Stage 1 and 2
* Y6 end of year play and talent show 
* Listen and appraise opportunities and singing in 
assembly 
* Music in the EYFS with Trafford Music Service


