
Curriculum Design: Spanish 

Overarching Concepts

The Primary Language Network (PLN) curriculum provides carefully sequenced knowledge for teaching starting in

EYFS, progressing to Language Detectives (KS1) and Language Explorers (KS2).

The knowledge and skills of the 4 core areas of learning (reading, writing, speaking and listening) are well structured 

and layered in 4 progressive stages (Stage 1,2,3,4 in KS2). They are sequenced, allowing the learning to become more

meaningful, flexible and accessible in the working memory.

This growing knowledge and expertise is then used to think critically, to make 

connections and to use their language skills. 

 A Primary Network Language Overview 

Design Principles

PLN's Core Areas

.

I

PLN's scheme aims to instill a sense of enjoyment around using language and and to develop pupils' appreciation of it's capabilities

and the opportunities language learning offers to create, manage, organise and collaborate. 

The scheme has 4 stages (years) of learning and has 6 half terms worth of learning. This well planned scheme has in built tracking and

assessment through the use of AfL clouds and formal Puzzle it out assessments.. Children develop “Language Detective”

skills  focusing on the language learning skills of memory, recall, listening and responding, sound-spelling links. There are

opportunities for cross curricular activities for example El Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) and Remembrance Day. These cross

curricular: sequences of lessons, link simple and creative language learning across the curriculum.

PLN offers 3 schemes of work which allow teachers to opt for the SOW which best suits their own understanding of the target

languages. These are: • Premium Plus- very limited teacher knowledge of language • Click To Teach- limited teacher knowledge/

limited curriculum time • BeCreative- Developing language teaching knowledge/ teachers with good language knowledge/specialist

teachers

The scheme has been designed to be cyclical where pupils revisit the key areas throughout KS1 and KS2. Increased depth is achieved

through increasing complexity of learning through each of the key areas. Prior knowledge is utilised and built upon when revisiting

each of the key areas.

Substantive Knowledge comprises of the content

or ‘substance’ that we aim for the children to build

up and acquire.

This includes: - Language Content - Transactional

language - Personal Information - Elements of

culture and celebration - Grammar - Key sounds -

Language Learning skills including the four core

skills

Disciplinary Knowledge refers to how the children

acquire the substantive knowledge, and the

elements which are unique to learning languages

PLN's 4 Core Skills of Learning
To fully reflect the National Curriculum's purpose of study, PLN's scheme of work is designed with three overarching

strands which run throughout

Reading - Pupils can recognise and read familiar words and then over time pupils put this to use in simple conversations.

Writing - Pupils write, or copy a few simple words or symbols and then over time can write two or three short sentences,

as the scheme progresses.

Speaking - Pupils learn single words, then use these in increasingly complex sentences, applying grammar correctly.

Listening - Lessons are based around resources (videos/ power points/sound files) with native speaker sound files.

Activities are built into the SOW to practise core sounds and to then practise transfer skills between sounds and spellings.

CPD Journey
The PLN curriculum focuses on the development

of skills for teachers and students. 

There is a coordinators workshop, online tutorials

and half termly training and language upskilling.


