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HEYES LANE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

CHARGING AND REMISSIONS POLICY  
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
All education during school hours is free.  At Heyes Lane Primary School we do not charge for 
any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum, with the exception of some 
individual or small-group music tuition. 
 
 
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The 1988 Education Act draws a distinction between the term `charges` which are considered 
to be an obligatory cost and `voluntary contributions` which are self-explanatory.  Subsidies 
from various sources e.g. School Fund, Heyes Lane PTA, and other voluntary organisations, will 
be considered to cover deficits.  Surplus finance will be used via school fund for the benefit of 
the children. 
 
When organising school trips or visits to enrich the curriculum and the educational experience 
of the children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost.  All contributions are 
voluntary.  If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may cancel a trip.  If a 
trip goes ahead, it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution.  We do 
not treat these children differently from any others.  
 
If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable to 
make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the trip or activity.  
Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support the visit.  Parents have a right 
to know how each trip is funded.  The Governors will provide this information on receipt of 
written request. 
 
The following is a list of additional activities, organised by the school, which require voluntary 
contributions from parents.  These activities are known as ‘optional extras’. This list is not 
exhaustive: 
 

 visits to museums; 

 sporting activities; 

 outdoor adventure activities; 

 visits to or by a theatre company; 

 school trips; 

 musical events; 

 transport costs. 
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CALCULATING CHARGES 
 
When charges are made for any activity, whether during or outside of the school day, they will 
be based on the actual costs incurred, divided by the total number of pupils participating. 
 
The principles of best value will be applied when planning activities that incur costs to the 
school and/or charges to parents/carers. 
 
 
RESIDENTIAL VISITS 
 
If the school organises a residential visit in school time, or mainly in school time, which is to 
provide education directly related to the National Curriculum, we do not make any charge for 
the education or travel expenses.  However, we do make a charge to cover the costs of board 
and lodging.  Parents of children who receive free school meals are offered the option to make 
a reduced payment. 
 
 
MUSIC TUITION 
 
All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this.   
 
There is a charge for individual or small-group music tuition, since this is an additional 
curriculum activity, and not part of the National Curriculum.   These individual or small-group 
lessons are taught by peripatetic music teachers.  We make a charge for these lessons.  We give 
parents information about additional music tuition at the start of each academic year. 
 
 
SWIMMING 
 
The school organises swimming lessons for all children in Year 4.  These take place in school 
time and are part of the National Curriculum.   We therefore make no charge for this activity.  
We inform parents when these lessons are to take place, and we ask parents for permission for 
their child to take part. 
 
 
LUNCH TIME / AFTER SCHOOL SPORT AND CREATIVE ACTIVITIES 
 
The school offers additional activities before and after school and during lunch breaks.  We 
reserve the right to make a small charge for these sessions. 
 
 
DELIBERATE DAMAGE 
 
Damage to books, equipment or fabric of the building is unacceptable and offenders are 
expected to make good the cost of such damage.  Parents will be charged for wilful damage by 
their children, to school property. 
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LETTINGS POLICY 
 
A separate Lettings Policy, based on the LA’s recommended charges for community use outside 
of the school’s own population exists and is updated annually. 
 
 
FREDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
 
A separate scheme, under the freedom of Information Act, deals with charges for the 
reproduction of documents and materials requested under this Act. 
 
 
 
Last Reviewed:   October 2021 
Next Review date: October 2022 
SHE/DCC 
 
Approved by the Finance Committee of the Board of Governors following consultation with all 
staff. 
 
Noted in the minutes of the meeting of the Finance & Premises Committee on 9th November 
2021. 
 


